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He that loveth not bis brother when be Fiery" N | 
can he love God wwhom he hath not ſeen. 1 John iv. 40. 


#nd they (i, e, the ptimitive Chriſtians) continued ft —.— 27 15 
in the a 72. Miles doctrine, and in communion, and in brea = 
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7 N the following diſcourſe, I have had no particular 
perſons, nor party names in view, only the tem 
and behaviour of the generality -of profeſſing Chriftians, 
among whom there appears, in this age, a ftrong pro- 
penſity to trample upon the ſacred laws of love and com- 
muniqn, as if they were but matters of indifference. 
Many will neither bear a minifter, nor maintain fel. 
lowſhip, in goſpel ordinances, with their fellow Chrifti- 
ans, unleſs they be of the very. ſame ſentiments with 
themſelbes, ev#n in ſentiments that have no connection 
awith truth and duty; nay, I wiſh there was no rea · 
fon ts ſay, unleſs they be of the ſame ſentiments that 
Hand oppoſed both to truth and duty. This dreadful! Ne 
turn / mind is too glaring an evidence, if we believe Wl © 
the ſacred ſeriptures, that however much religion fuch 0) 
people may have in their mouths, they are ftrangers to G 
the power of it in their hearts, My reaſons for pub- Wh " 
| Ming this 72 are, as my apprebenſions of the 0) 
* germs of Chriſiian communion, are more large, than, Wh * 
an ſorry to ſay, the notions many entertain of them n 
dre (who haue great pretenſions to a juſt veneration Wl 

fer Chrift's authority) and therefore haue been calied e 

| by - ſome, a Latitudinarian, which, according to the 44 
idea ſome people affix to that word, is the ſame thing, in ll it 
my. opinian, with being a moderate Deiſt. Some Chri/- 
=— tian fri#nds, for whoſe judgment and unaſfected piety 
I have a very high eftetm, importun 


a me repeatedly, 4 
to publiſb 4 ſhort and plain diſcourſe upon this ſubject. ve 
The arguments ſome of them uſed, for this. pur poſe, Pr. 
were, "the cation of my 'own charatter 4 27 


it, aud it 
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le 6 mean of making ſome ſerious 77 
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Tus PREFACE. 


ple ſee, that, that temper and behaviour, included in . 
Chriftian communion, is of greater importance, in the” 


feght of God, than many are willing to believe. I have 


complyed with their deſire ; and whither my views 

the communion of ſaints be larger or, more contratt, 
than the ſcriptures of truth authorize, the , impartial 
public will be able to determine. Upon comparing the 
following diſcourſe with theſe ſacred records, which are- 
the only rule. of faith and manners, in all matters 
religion, and are to be the rule of our final judgment at 
the laſt day. I never ſaw any thing written on the 
ſubjeR, tho I have no reaſon to think there is not, and 
to far better purpoſe than this, eſpecially as there are 
fo many valuable books publiſhed on the ſeveral branches 
of our holy religion, this methinks could not be omitted, 
which is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute the Chrif- 
tian character, and without it ( 1 mean that temper 
and behaviour included in Chriftian communion) there 
can be no religion; for without loue to God, and to 
all who bear his amiable image, which is the ordinary 
reaſon or cauſe of the breach of Chriſtian communion, all 
outward forms and pretences, are but ſo many pieces" 
of ſolemn hypocriſy. ¶ have only conſulted the wor of © 
God, and if that had been always kept in view, and 
mens hearts influenced and directed by that great las 
of love, the different party names that have obtained 
in the Chriſtian world, at leaſt many of them, would 
never have been heard of. Some people, whoſe views 


of Chriſtian communion are more confined, or more _ 


enlar ged tha ine, may be offended with what 1 have 
advanced in tae fo!lowing pages : 1 ſhall only ſay, that 
it is contrary both to my temper and principles, to cffend 
any willingly, and if. I have deviated from the great 
rule of righteouſneſs into any of theſe extremes, I will 
take it ind in any perſon to point it out ta me, in pris 
vate converſation, or by letters, whether minifter or 
private Ghriftian, of whatever denomimation ; . ſuch, 4 

aſſure them, I will aeem my friends, and promiſe them 


my unfeigned thanks, The diſcourſe is only a few haſ- 
* a , 1 , 22, 9000 | | 4 
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bes thrown together when 1 could obtain a lei- 
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e hour, without the fludied ornaments of flyle, or 
_ wecuracy of ſentiment. The fubjeft appears to me from 
_ JEripture to be of everlaſting importance, and therefore 
ue endeavoured to be underftoad by the meaneft capa- 
14 and for the ſame reaſon, have, in ſenſe, made 
Jame repetitions, in order to heep the ſubjełt — 5 


F iq view. Though this Rs of a delicate tale, 
| ly 


get every knows the neceſſity of it, who has been 
much converſant with many people, who” have not had 
_ he advantage of a libera} education, and for ſuch this 


8 4 courſe it chiefly defigned. And if it be a mean to 
that anti-chriftian ſpirit in any, which prevail: 
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fo much among us, and excite any to aſpire after a ſpi- 
rue peace, love, and a ſound mind, I ſhall rejoice. 
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But if ue walk in the light, as be is in the \3 
ligt, we have fellowſhip one tuith another, | 
and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanjeth 

, from all fin. a eee e 


THE moſt high God is emphatically fiyled | 
Love, by the Spirit of inſpiration, and juſtly. 
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may our holy religion, which he hzth'pub- . 
liſhed fo the world, be called a religion which con- 
fiſts in love, Not only upon the account of his . 
amazing love to us, revealed in the goſpel, but hes 
cauſe all the duties he requires of us in reference s 
himſelf, and to one another are ſummed up in, this  » 
excellent principle. And though a ſupreme affe 
tion to our great Creator, be the firſt and great 
commandment, yet as our Lord declares, the cam. 
mand that enjoins love to our fellow-men is like it, 
that is, as indiſpenſibly neceſſary in order to dur 
endlefs felicity as the other, nay we are told with- 
out a ſincere love to our Chriſtian brethren, we A 
have no genuine love to God himſelf: We.ought 
therefore, frequently ta be trying the truth and Ag + i 
cerity of our religion by this teſt, whither ar net, © 
our love be unfeigned, and extended to all boch 
we are bound in the judgment of rational charity: 
10 think are the children of God. It is too i-. 

ent that whatever love many in theſe da tene 
0 have to the followers of the bleſſed Teton Be —4 _ 
xtended to all whom they have reaton to belieye XY 
dear his amiable image; but confined to ſuch W ua 
are of their own party name, and * 5 . at”, x 


heir favourite tenets, this is only loving t 
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or at leaſt their own image in another. But unleſs 

we feel ourſelves ſweetly conſtrained to love all who 

hold to the eſſential articles of faith, and appear to 

love the Lord Jeſus in ſincerity, whatever party 
name they ſuſtain, 'or thou 7 they differ from us in 

. lefſer matters. Uoleſs, I ay we love, or have a de- 


lighrful complacency in all ſuch, fo as to maintain 
= Chriſtian communion with them, whatever preten- 


ces. we may have to religion, or the rules of o- 

xality, they are vain, we are yet in our fins far from a 

the kingdom of God, and have no intereſt in the ; 
 Saviour's propitiarory death and ſacrifice, this is t 

lainly intimated in my text, F we walk in the WF" 

ght, . n 

. Ki 1 which words you may obſerve, that HF. a 

| . * * and communion or fellowſhip, are mentioned 1 
idences of our being in a ſtate of real holi- BW” 
| 8, neſs, and. cleanſed from the guilt of fin; by virtue of th 
= - rd's $ explatory ſufferings and death, and if we ſt 
3 2 4 trangers. to Tuch a temper and behaviour (viz. dy 


| . implied ib communion or fellowſhip) we are under 
2 1 dhe guilt and dominion of fin, The word trauflat- 
| <6, tellowſhip, is uſed variouſly both in ſcripture 
eker authors. In order to your better under- 
5 ſtanding he, meaning of 1 N give me leave 1 inſtance 
; eſe following particulars, how it is u ed. | 
1 le owing p „ 

2 * * Fiss r, It is uſed to expreſs that common "Ihe 
3% 10 all men have in one anòther as they are partak- 
—_ . * of, or have fellowſhip i in the ſame nature. Hence 
_ Apolile, Heb. ii. 4 Speaking of believers, tells 


| "that thoſe children were partakers, or had com- 
| »  munion, or fellowſhip in fleſh and blood (viz. with 
i the” reſt of the world of mankind) and therefore the 
| Son of God himſelf came into the ſame communion 
* fſelovſhip. * 


* err, The 556 is 0 to ſignify an inte 
e or Lang participation ie ate” Rn, whi 
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64 
ther good or bad. Thus the hypocritical Seribes 
and Phariſees, ng they were animated by the. 
ſame helliſh ſpirit of perſecution with their fathers, 
yet ſaid, to — bleſſed Saviour, if we had been 
in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
artakers with them in the blood of the prophets, 
Match. Xxiii. 30, The word here tranſlated partak- 
ers, and the forecited text, is the fame which in o- 
ther places of ſacred writ, is rendered, communion 
and fellowſhip and the meaning of the Scribes and 
Phariſees was, that if they had lived in the days of 
their fathers, they would have had no communion 
and fellowſhip with them in that awful guilt of 
murdering God's holy prophets. It is of the ſame 
import with the Hebrew word, which in our tran- 4 
lation is ſomgtimes rendered partakers, compani- 
ons, and by a figure ſuch are ſtyled, brethren. In; = 
chis ſenſe Simeon and Levi are called hit andi "M 
ſtruments of cruelty, by their goad alter — * 
dyiny, becauſe they were companion, Or hat: 
munion in that cruel act of revenge; or ter 8 
the Shechemites, Gen. xxxiv. It ſignifies alſo, > 
munion or fellowſhip in acts of beneficence. Hut 
to do good and communicate, forget not, for with'” . 
ach f crifices God is well pleaſed, Heb: Xii. 16. 
Ind the ſame Apoſtle, Rom, xv. 26. commends the 5 
hurches of Macedonia aud Achaia, for making a 
ertain contribution (in the original, it is commu- 
K. Pion) for the poor ſaints which were at Jeruſalem, 


* 


Turin x, It is uſed to expre's a communion in 
ate and condition, whither good or evil, and that 
n reference to things internal and external, 2 br 
4 © That by theſe ye might be partakepy ot. 

divine nature z' i e. that ye might hayes . corp 2 
jon in the image of the bleſſed God, When is „ 
Mamped npon all real Chriſtians by his regenerate. '% 
g grace. And Chap. iv. 13. © Rejoice in as much , 
as ye are Ch - of Chriſt's ſufferiags,” | He 
* theſe” 7 Which attended the primitive 


Ih "ie. 1 


6999 
hriſtiana, for Chriſt's ſake, from perſecuting Jews 
and Heithens: And tho' I have juſt now hivted, 
it may be neceſſary to obſerve to you again, that the 

words rendered partakers in both we paſſages are 
from the ſame verb: which in other places of ſacred 
writ, 4s tranflated, communicate, take, commu- 
nion, fellowſhip, &c. From theſe and other in- 
ſtances that might be given of the application of this 
ward; rendered communion, and ſome times fellow- 
ſhip as in the text, &c. It implies a joint participa- 
gon in any thing whatever good or evil, duty or 
_emjoyment, nature or actions; and therefore what 
called ile communion of ſaints (ſtyled in my text, 
fellewſhip:one with another, and by the great Apo- 

_ fMle ofthe Gentiles, Phil. i. 5. fellowſhip in the goſ- 
 * pe). 4mplieg®that mutual love and harmony, that 
could reign in their hearts and lives, and joining 
bwin all the ordinances: of the goſpel. 
t of Lcacl gives the mcaning- Wit 
=— uence own:temper and behaviour to 
F i 63. I am a compapion a 
ot ben tear thee, and of them that keep 

-- + thy precepts? Having ſhown the meaning of the i 
"word {which 1 thought very neceſſary, becauſe in d 

- cenverfing- with ſeveral ſerious' Chriſtians, I have 
tun ſome whoſe apprehenſions of it wore: very 
= Jarkathers their notions of it dangerouſly confin'd) 


©" 


We all. 
ist, Show what Chriſtian fellowſhip, or com- 
| munion includes in it. | 2 
1 | 2 2 
Seger, The neceſſity of ſuch a temper and 
in order to our everlaſting felicity.----- 
c clude with improving the ſubject, in 
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5 order a ſuitable temper and practice. 
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> tellpwſkip, includes in it, Ming things, 
3 . 2 


75 


1 
* 
A ww. 
. 


— £ | 7 - 

þ * 
* ot * 
4 * 4 

* . F * Ys - 
. þ 7 9 4 

» 9 # RW = ! 8 " * 
wv * . A „ 


lk. 5 


(9) 4 
Fiat, A high eſteera and affection for all, who 
the judgment of charity, we are obliged to thm * | 
are the adopted children of the bleſſed God, by then 
faith and practice. Our beneficent affection A 
and eſteem, is not to be confin'd to them indeed, N 
but extended to all men whatever character or name i 
they bear. No difference in religion, much leſs 
doubtful opinions can excuſe us from exercifing 
acts of mercy, and compaſſion towards ſuch as are 
really in want and need our aſſiſtance. Our holy re- 
ligion makes all perſons the object of our compaſs. 


din and charity who are indigent and helpleſs, tho? 

» Wl they be ſtrangers and foreigners, heathens or here- 
dcs, friends or foes, whither they be good or bad, 

- WH holy or wicked, as we have opportunity, we muſt ; 
do good nnto all, and imitate the example of unt 
g WH mercitul God, who is kind to the unthankful, and A 


to the evil. This temper and bebayiour. is inculcat-; T2 
ed upon us almoſt every where in the facred oracle 

and ſet before us ia the moſt àmiahle light, 3 | 
as recommended by our blefſed Saviour in that ex 
ep cellent parable (or hiſtory as ſome. have ſuppoſed) 
he Luke ix. 30,-----38. But beſides this love Which is 

due from us to all men, there is a peculiar eſteem or 
delightful complacency that all true believers. have, 
or at leaſt ought to have in one another as fuch. 

he moſt high God by ſeveral phraſes expreſſes hom 
aluable they are in his ſight, he ſtyles them, à ch > 
en generation, a royal prieſthood, an 0 nation, * 
and peculiar people; he calls them his children, hs 
jewels, his peculiar treaſure and heritage. And if; 
hey be ſo precious in God's fight, much more ug 
hey to be honourable in ours, we ſhould, eſteem 8 
nem the excellent ones of the earth, and delight ip 
dem for his ſake. And doubtleſs all who are ine Þ f 
Amed with a ſacred affection to God, and to all men x 
Proportion to the degrees they bear of his image 


on e incere diſciple of Jeſus, though clothed with a 
” 5 ek 


us in their view of things than 
B A 


the F 


= 


—_ 


= ( 10 ) | 
woſt proſperous finner elothed in purple and 
ec. They have a higher veneration for ſuch, 
hoſe ſouls the blefſed God has adorned with the 

es of his holy Spirit, than for any wicked ſen- 
Halit, though fwiming in wealth, and glittering 
with all the marks of ſecular glory. 


x9 


4 © Secondly, Chriſtian fellowſhip or communion, in- 
E-— cludes in it an affectionate unanimity in the profeſ- 
3 hon of the ſame faith, and obedience to our God 
ed Saviour. Both theſe, I mean, love and union 
- > Of ſentiment (as to the leading articles of faith and 
aracticey are eſſentially neceflary to conſtitute this 
* red friendſhip, that ſhould ſubſiſt, (and does in . 
e meaſure) among alt the genuine diſciples of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and it any of theſe be wanting, tho?, , 


x 
=) 


Ppofeſſors may externally agree amongſt themſelves 
= ji: cannot be called the communion of ſaints. We are 
+ le-(Adtsive32. chat the taultitude of them that 

I believed; were of one heart and one ſoul:) The ſ 
orear Apoſtle of tie Gentiles, tells us, that James, 


4 


I \. i erer, and John, Knowing-the grace given to him, al 
gave to him and. Barnabas, the right-hand of fel- 81 
bos chip (Greek, communion) viz. as a ſign of their = 
dig one mind, in referente to the doctrines and "6 
Juties of the: goſpel. - Love is ſtyled the bond of MW ©: 
LL  "perfecnefs, Col. iti. 14. becauſe it ties or unites all „ 
aden of God into one bleſſed andl holy ſoci- 3 


included in what is elſewhere called the 
ußity of the Spirit, which all who profeſs Chriſtia- on 
ears exhorted in the warmeſt: manner, and by 
7 Ge ſtrongeſt motives to cultivate and preſerve, Eph. 
Ava. Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
. in the Sd ot peace, the — . word imports a 
=, diligent endeavour, or intenſe deſire of ſoul, to 
fſupport aud maintain; that unity-of the Spirit, viz. 
= aunty of love or affection o one another, a unity 
B cot judgment, in reſpect of f; u h, or theſe important 
na xxticle ef faith in our holy raligiags ſeven of Which! 
| ” 4 n * = r 1 : th 9 
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the Apoſtle ſums up in the three ſubſequent verſes, 
as „ to in force his exhortation, to this uni- 
ty of the Spirft, one body, one ſpirit, one hope, 
one Lord Jeſus, one faith, one baptiſm, one God 
and Father. * 

The faith of all real Chriſtians, is ſtyled in ſerip- 
ture, a common faith, and their ſalvation, a com- 
mon ſalvation. The communion of ſaiats which we 
profeſs to believe in our creed, and is fo much ins 
culcated upon us in the facred oracles,' confifts 
chiefly in a communion of faith, charity or loves 
And this kind of commnnion, all the different 
members and parties of the Catholic church; I mean 
the true church of Chriſt, have one with another; 
owever they agree or diſagree in lefler matters; 

ey ate all animated and ſanctified by the Tame 
ſpirit, live by the ſame faith, wait for the hope of ” 
the ſame glory and endleſs Felicity, and walk in the * 
ſame courſe of holy obedience, . as the appointe&®” 
mean in order to that end. This will be the temper © > 
and behaviour of all, who are influenced by ue 
Spirit of the meek, the holy, and loving Savioury" 2 
and without ſuch a temper and. behaviour, we have 
no intereſt in his propitiatory death and f{acritice; We 
have nothing of the Chriftian but the name, What 
ever pretentions we may have to orte e WO 
ments, and zeal for particular renews; mh dow bt - 
wanting, theſe are nothing in the ſight ot Godgrand” - 3 
our true character is, having a form of igadiaats  - =» 
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but denying the power of it. e 
* = RM ws 210 F 
Thirdly, Chriſtian fellowſhip br tum mui un, ins. 


cludes in it: Joining together tn the ſame tolecbais * 

ties of public worſhip, inſtituted hy vur Sod ane 
Saviour, 4 would not be underſtoodhere, as ifT 
meant, that we are bound to join in all the ordi- 
ances: of the goſpel,” with. ſuch who in the judge ©: 
rot charity, we areGbliged to think are faintz z 
l have adopted into their ſyitem of religion, 
HS * 1 . 13 nf pL 
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any thing that is apparently contrary to the laws or 
inftirutions of the Lord Jeſus, the only Head of 
his church, or who arc guilty either of adding to, 
or diminiſhing from bis ordinances. To join with 
any in theſe things, would undoubtedly be our fin, 
and not our duty. I know no fin we are fo much 
cautioned againſt in ſcripture, as human inventions 
in the worſhip of God, which he has ſtigmatzed with 
names of contempt, expreſſive of his juſt reſentment 
againſt them. He ſtyles them will-worſhip, the 
commandments of men, as oppoſed to his; our 
Lord charges men with the guilt of making void the 
commands of God by them, or invading his ſove- 
reign authority. And therefore, we are forbid to 
give heed to the commandments of men, Titus i. 14. 
And the Lord Jelus pronounces a curſe upon all 
LE who ſhall be guilty either of adding to, or taking 
from his word or inſtitutions, Revel. xxil. 18, 19. 
eur. iv 2. Prov. xxx. 6. Col. ii. 21, 22, And, in 2 
A Word, we are forbidden to taſte, touch, or handle t 
= the ordinances of men. That is, we are to keep at © 
e diſtance from every thing in matters off 

3 Feligion, chat is ſtamped with no higher authority, 
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emned if he cat, becauſe he eatcth not o 
* n faith 
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© faith: for whatſoever is not faith is ſin.” Now if 
a man. incurs guilt, by doing any thing, which he 
is not ſatisfied of its lawfulneſs; much more when 
he acts contrary to the expreſs command of God, 
and the dictates of his own conſcience. But though 
it would be our fin to join with good men in the 
ſolemnities of religious worſhip; or communicate 
with them in any thing we apprehend not agreeable 
to the law of Chriſt : Yet ſhould any ſuch defire to 
join with us, in that mod? of worſhip we uſe (ſuch 
I mean who zealouily adhere to the eſſential doc- 

| trines of the goſpel, and in the prevailing tenor of 

; their lives, appear to love the Lord Jeſus in ſince- 

rity) though through the prejudice of education, 

or want of opportunity and means of knowing bet- 


3 


called, leſſer matters. 


+ 


after our expreſſing to them our diſapprobation @8** 
thoſe things we, think wrong, would be aſſuming to 

ourſelves a power, for which we have no authority 
from the Lord Jeſus “; nay, it would be contr 


to. 
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One of her own members ſays, We have the dodtrine- © 
of Chriſt, meaving the articles, but the government of Ag-© 


by many able peos, and is obvious to all who 
ſacred ſcriptures are ſufficient, and the only rule of faith 
and worſhip, But in that chur zh there have been, and fill 
are, miniſters, as well as private Chriſtians, emintacly pious, 
ſoundio the great doctrines of the goſpel, zealous far their 
v. God and Saviour's intereſts, and in promoting ihe falvation 
wills ot loſt finners. They would be willing to have thefe human 
inventions, in her worſhip and government aboltſhed; if it 
was id their power, but cannot tee them ſo criminal}; as to 
de ſufficient reaſons for breaking communion with heryeſpe- 
My as ſome of them add, they could not be {6 qqzenfige] 
3 8 Nuke. 
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ter err in ſome things which comparatively, may be | 
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la order that my meaning here may be fully underſtac .; 
I ſhall inftance the church of England, the hierarchy and* > 
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er rites of which, few have a worſe opinion than BY 99 4 


tichriſt, The truth of this aſſertion has bees fully proved © © 
elieve the ©” 
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To refuſe ſuch occaſional communion with ug 4. 
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to the whole ſtrain of an inſpired apoſtle's reaſoning b 

and exhortation, Rom. xiv. Him that is weak in 

© the faith receive you, &c.” in order to underſtand . 

his meaning, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that fome of tt 

the believing Jews at Rome apprehended, that 4 

the obſervation of the ceremonial law, in refer- 

4 ence to meats and days, was ftill obligatory. A 4. 

at defe& or weakneſs in faith indeed, we may WM. 

Well think, eſpecially as we are told by the ſame a- th 
poſtle, and have reaſon to believe they had heard, IM. 

that he himſelf was perſuaded, by the faith of the 

Lord Jeſus, that there was nothing now unclean of 

iffelf, but every creature of God, or kind of food, Wh, 

is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it be received 

| with thankſgiving, 1 Tim. iv. 4. That the Jewiſh 
1 "feaſts, new moons, and Sabbaths, were only ſha- 
—_— dos 
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2 : ü fol in their miniſtry. I do not pretend to vindicate theſe 
4 ” arguments, for am far from thinking them good. But if 
ſuch miniſters. were providentially in this country for a 


: 


Eile, and exprett their earneſt deſire to preach, or join 
» with os ig the ſacrament of our Lord's ſupper, in the man- 
dier that we celebrate that facred ſolemoity in this church. 
(L pane we a Warrant from the word of God to refuſe, at leaſt, 
4 occaſſonal communion with them, becauſe they have 
dot the very me views of theſe ceremonies as we have? 
$1 8 men of another denomination, ſuch as the great 
Dr 
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wen, Goodwin, Oc. in the laſt century, and the late 
Wan, Doddridge, Cc. men ſingularly endowed by 
+ heaven with grace and holineſs, of extenſive learning, by 
» which they were qualified to be burning and ſhining lights 
al the church of Chriſt, and though they be dead, are yet 
— 9 ting.for God in theit ineſtimable writings, and many, 
”. wUrocghthe divine bleſſing, are receiving ſpiritual and eter- 
ehen by them If rheſe holy and great men were a- 
hve, of #f any like them ſhould offer to join with us in the 

-— ordinances of the goſpel, if we ſhould reject them betauſe 
their gien a cburch government are not the ſame with 
dur, Jor-any thing appears to me from the divine records, 
. * Wight juſtly expect ſuch 2 7 from our ſinal 
ja ns his, By what authority did you refuſe to have 
80 with my ſervants? and ud gave you that au- 
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dows- of en things to come, but Chriſt was the 
body or ſubſtance of them, Col. ii. 17. Vet not- 
withſtanding of this weakneſs of their faith, he or- 
dered them who were ſtronger in the faith to receive 
them, (viz, into communion) and not to judge or 
diſcriminate them for their doubtful thoughts; and 

gives this reaſon why they ſhould admit ſuch weak 
doubting Chriſtians into communion, viz. for God 
hath received them. And if we have the evidence“ 
that God hath received any, it would be heaven 
daring preſumption in us to caſt them out of com- 
munion, for thoſe involuntary weakneſſes, or mo- 

ral infirmities, that may attend them. Our divine 
Redeemer has . us an example of this in his own © 
conduct, in reference to his apoſtles, when he ta- 
bernacled in our world, they were not only weak in 
faith and in knowledge, bur entertained groſs ap- 
prehenſions of the great deſign of his coming intg® 
he world; inſtead! of looking upon him as a ſp ww *7 
ual Saviour, who came upon the Ay 

f delivering guilty men from fin and its dreadful 
ruits, and reſtore a league of amity and peace be- 
ween their offended Creator and them, they con 
ered him only as a temporal monarch, who was to _ 
rect a ſecular. kingdom on earth, or reſtore the 
ingdom to Iſrael, to more than its ancient diguity 4 

d glory; this they were always dreaming of, MI! 
he very day he aſcended up to heaven, Ads i. 56. 
zut did he caſt them out of communion with him 
ecauſe of this error? far from it: but during his 
:rſonal preſence with them, he inſtructed them in 
he nature of his kingdom, bore with, ang pitied®** - 
em, under that änd other weakneffes; reproved ... 
nd adoniĩſhed them with that meckneſs, love, and 
ompaſhon: peculiar to the Lamb of God. His all. 
eing exe indeed, difeerned ſome good thing Wiss 
em, and chat in a little they would be pebfectix, 
from that and other guiky miſtakes which at. 
ed them, when he ſhould pour out the Spirie+ , 
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upon them. If 4 mind be in us which was in our 
Lord, or poſſeſſed of that truly catholic and Chriſtian 
ſpirit, which all the heirs of glory in ſome meaſure are 
to ſpend one day in God's courts with them that love 
and fear him would be ſweeter to us than a thouſand 
ſpent any where elſe, and we would prefer being door- 
keepers in his houſe with them, before dwelling in 
the moſt pompous tents of wickedneſs. And, 
doubtleſs, thoſe ſhould be our moſt delightful com- 
pany on earth, with whom we hope to dwell in hea- 
ven thro? endleſs ages. The mutual and religious 
converſc of holy ſouls, and eſpecially joining with 
united hearts in the ſolemnities of God's public wor- 
ſhip, is to them the ſweeteſt pledge and foretaſte of 
future bliſs. And they long for,and rejoice in nothing 
more, than the hope of their making up a part of 
© the general aſſembly, and church of the firſt born, 
that ſhall convene in the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
ere celebrate the praiſes of him who fits upon the 


* throne, and the Lamb for ever and ever 

uypurthly, Chriſtian fellowſhip or communion in- 
-.. clades in it, an affeQionate readineſs to converſe ; 
L.  faeely and intimately with all, whom we have reaſon 
i believe are the children of God, though they 
mould differ from us in their ſentiments about lel- 

ſer matters. 
Chriſtian converſe is much inculcated in ſcripture 
upon all ho profeſs themſelves the diſciples of the 
blefied Jefns, in order to mutual edification and 
comfort. It is recommended to us by our Lord's 
© *example, which has the force of a law to us, as far 
as it is imitable, and by the example of his apoſtles 
Tad the primitive Chriſtians; and according to our 
+ meaſure of love to God, and all who bear his ami: 
able image, fo will we feel ourſelves ſweetly con- 
ſtrained o embrace every proper opportunity ſor 
that purpoſe. Beſides other Runte chat might be 
meptioned, David, the man according to Gods 
Jos i heart 
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1 
heart, was eminent for this God- like temper and 
behaviour. Thus in the forecited text, Pſal. cxix. 
63. be appealed to the ſearcher of hearts, that he 
was a companion of all who feared God, and kept 
his precepts. Though he was a king and a prophet, 
yet he made all his companions who feared God, 
whither they were high or low, rich or poor, wiſe 
or weak in knowledge. It is certain there are many 
differences among good men in this world, ſome are 
rich, many are poor, ſome are ſtrong in ſpiritual 
gifts, others weak, but neither their poverty, nor 
weakneſs in knowledge and other ſpiritual endow- 
ments, ſhould leſſen our eſteem and affection far 
them, for they are all the children of one Father, 
and the Son of God himſelf, we are told, is not a- 
ſhamed to call the meaneſt of them his brethren, 
Heb ii. 11. And will any who profeſs to be the ſub- 
jects of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and expect ſalvation 
by him, deſpiſe any to whom he condeſcends ſo far, 
as to account his brethren ? the profeſſion of ſuch is 
but groſs hypocriſy,and their hopes a deluſion, In op- 
poſition to this, that excellent ſaint of God king Da- 
vid, as we have ſuggeſted juſt now, freely and affec- 
tionately converſed with all whom he thought were 
the children of the ſame God and Father with him+ 
elf, that he and they might mutually aid and con- 
firm one another in their way to glory, for the ſame 
eaſon he rejoiced to go to the houſe of God,and join 
ith them in the ſacred ſolemnities there, Pf. xlii. 4, & 
xxii. 1. & Pf. xvi. 3. he ſaid to God, tho' his goodneſs 
extended not to him, yet it did to the faints, for that 
s meant, My goodnels extendeth not to these, but to 
he faints that are in the earth, and to the excellent 
na whom is all my delight. Though the Lord Jeſus 
e the important perſon who ſpeaks, or is chiefly the 
wet of this pſalm, and is actually applyed to 
im in the New Teſtament, yet every body knows, 
Mo has any tolerable acquaintance with ſcripture 
at David ſuffered, _ and ſaid many things in 
+. his 
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_ clare what he hath done for my foul,” Pal. lui 


- | blefſed God, and in proportion to the degrees of his 


maintained communion with the ſaints; Come, ſaid 


6 | 
his own perſon, as a type of the Mefliah, and we 
have no reaſon to doubt that he ſpake theſe words 

as applicable to his own temper and practice to good 
men. He endeavoured to promote their temporal 
and everlaſting intereſts, delighted in them as the 

excellent ones in the earth, eſteemed thera more 
honourable and precious, however mean and deſ- 
picable their external condition in life was, than auy 
ungodly finner, of whatever exalted rank or quality. 
Agreeable to this, one of the characters of that hap 
E man who ſhall dwell with God in heaven is this, 
in whoſe eyes a vile perſon is conteraned, but he 
Wenoureth them that fear the Lord, Pſal. xv. 14. 


Not to multiply inſtances in order to illuſtrate and 


"enforce this head of diſcourſe, we ſhall only add, 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, when writing to 
the converted Romans, told them, belonged to ſee 
them, to be comforted by the mutual faith of him 
and them, Rom. i. 12. Chriſtian fellowſhip or com- 
munion therefore includes in it, that mutual eſteem 
and affection that ſhould reign in all good men to 
one another, upon account of their relation to the 


image which ſhine in them, whatever their conditi- 
on be in this world, whether high or low, rich or 
poor. It includes in it praying for one another, 
and giving thanks for one another, according to the 
_ AFcrent circumſtances we may be in, and endea- 
- Youring to advance the preſent and future happineſs 
of one another, according to our ſeveral abilities, 
by counſel or advice, and communicating to one 
another our experiences, for our mutual comfor! 
and edification. This was one way king David 


he, and hear all ye that fear God, and I will de- 


16. | 


Fiſthly, Chriſtian fellowſhip or communion i 
Re | clude 
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cludes in it, a ſincere fellow fecling with one ano- 
ther in our joys and ſorrows. 'The love of common 
friendſhip often unites the hearts of men fo, that 
they have, as it were, but one common intereſt, 
are affected with cach others caſe as it were their 
own; much more will divine love, where it reigns, 
cement the affections of all the members of Chriſt, 
and enable them to have a kind of a fellow feeling 
or ſympathy with their fellow members in their pain 
or ceaſe. This is plainly intimated in fuch commands 
as theſe, © Rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep, Rom. xii 15. remember them 
© that are in bonds, as bound with them,” Heb. xii. 3. 
Good men muſt have fellowſhip or communion with 
one another, not only in ſpiritual privileges, bu 
alſo io ſufferings ; we muſt not only be companions 
in the kingdom, but companions alſo in the tribu- 
lation and patience of Jeſus Chriſt : Thus the Be- 
loved diſciple ſtyled himſelf, when he addreſſed thofe = 
Chriftians to whom he wrote, I, John, who alſo 
*am your brother and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and paticnce of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
Rev. i. 9. The apoſile Paul commends ſome of the 
believing Hebrews for their Chriſtiaa and affeMio- 
nate ſympathy with their ſuffering brethren, .* Te: 
*endured a great fight of affliétions, partly whilſt 9e 
© were made a gazing- ſtock, both by reproaches and 
* aflliftions, and partly whilſt ye became compani- 
fans of them that were ſo uſed.“ Heh. x. 32, 33. 
They not only actually ſuffercd themſelves, by re- 
oaches and affiictions, but owned their Chriſtian ' 

rethren when they ſuffered; they had a fellow 
feeling with them, received them, ſtosd by them" 
and comforted them, 80 intimate and near the 
union, and {o tender the affeftions of real Chriſti- 
ans to one another, if grace be in a lively exereiſe, 
We ſhall only add, e 


in Laſtly, on this head, Chriſtian communion in- 
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clades in it, an affectionate readineſs to do good to 
all the children of God, according to our ability, 
who ſtand in need of our kind offices. It is requir- 
ed that our love to the brethren be not only unfeign- 
ed, but its ſincerity muſt appear in the real and ge- 
nuine effects of it. Though others, as we have ſug- 
geſted before, ſhould not be excluded from a ſhare 
in our beneficent affection, yet our Chriſtian bre- 
threa ſhould have the preference, according to the 
apoſtle's direction, às we have therefore opportu- 
* nity, let us do good to all men, eſpecially unto 
© them who are of the honthold of faith,” Gal. vi 10. 
Our pretended love to our fellow Chriſtians, if deſ- 
titue of theſe fruits, when we have a real ability for 
them, is but a barren complement, a hypocritical 
ſhow, and is juſtly cenſured by an inſpired apoſtle, 
in thoſe vain pretenders to Chriſtianity, who when 

they ſaw their brethren naked, and deſtitute of dai- 
ly food, would ſay to them, Depart in peace, be 
© ye warmed, be ye clothed, but gave them no ſup- 
* ply for their bodily neceſſities, put them off with 
good words inſtead of good deeds,” James ii. 15, 16. 
And it is obſervable when our bleſſed Saviour gives 

us an account of the ſolemn proceſs of the day of 

Anal judgment, he ranks them among the number 

of the wicked, who ſhall go into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, who gave him no meat when hungry, nor 
drink when thirſty, nor clothed him when naked, 
nor viſited him when fick and impriſoned; and 
When they deny the charge, he gives them this re- 


markable anſwer, Verily, I ſay unto you, in as 


much as ye did it not to the leaſt of theſe, ye did it 
not to me, Mat. xxv. 4t, &c. Upon' the whole, 


-» Chriſtian-communion includes in it, A high eſteem 


for, and a delightful complacency in, all whomwe, in 
the judgment of rational charity,are obliged to think 
are the adopted children of the moſt highGod fellow: 
heirs with ourſelves of the kingdom of glory, thro' 


one and the ſame Mediator the Lord Jeſus Chritt ; 
. delighting 


—— 
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Delightingto go to the houſe of God, and with united 
affection join with them in the ſacred tolemnities 
there. And to the utmoſt of our power give them 
faithful advice in their difficultics; miniſter com- 
fort to them when under afflictions and ſufferings : 
Reprove and admoniſh them when faulty, and that 
in the ſpirit of love and meekneſs: Cheartully and 
freely forgive their offences, as we defire that ours 
may be forgiven: We muſt condeſcend to their weak- 
neſs, by bearing with their infirmities, by cxerciſ- 
ing forbearance with them, under their involunta 
miſtakes. Support their juſt credit when ſvllied by 
falle aſperſions, and relive their preſſing neccffities 
according to our abilities. Thus we ſhould * bear 
© one anothers burdens, and fulſil the law of Chriſt,” 
as we are commanded, Gal. vi. 2, We proceed 
to the 


II. General, viz. To ſhow the neceſſity of ſuch 
a temper and behaviour included in Chriſtian com- 
munion (as has been explained) in order to our e- 
rerlaſting happineſs. But, before I proceed, give 
me leave to put you in mind of what has already 
deen ſuggeſted; that love is the moſt eſſcutial in- 
er redient in, and conſtitutes true Chriſtian commu! 
n- ion, and all the other particulars we have menti- 
or ned included in it, are but ſo many ex preſſions 
d, pf that ſacred principle ruling in the heart; and 
ad {Without it (viz. love) there can be no ſuch thing as 
re- briſtian fellowſhip, in the ſcripture ſenſe of the 
as {Wbraſe. Let us ſuppoſe, That there may be a con- 
zregation met together, employed in the acts of pub- 
c worſhip, and thereby maintaining exterhal com- 


em union with one another, and each member deſ- 
„in tute of brotherly love, (without which they can 
ink Wave none to God) ſuch a congregation, would in 


e ſight of heaven be nothing but an aſſembly of 
brmal hypocrites, and their acts of devotion, tlat- 
ring words and ſolemn lies. Nay, we may appeal 
» to 


( 22 ) 
to the conſciences of all ſuch, who are apt to,break 
up miniſterial or Chriſtian communion for every 
trifle, without Chriſt's authority for it, it they are 
not dead to the feelings of love to God and their 
Chriftian brethren. The neceſſity therefore of this 
temper and behaviour will appear from theſe fol. 
lowing things. | k 


Firft, The relation we profeſs to ſtand in, to our 

God and Saviour, obliges us to aſpire after it. All 

true Chriſtians, as has been ſuggeſted already, are 

the adopted children of one God and Father; how- 

ever diftercnt they may be, as to external circum- 
ſtances, or in reference to {ome peculiarities of ſen- 
timents as to lefler matters. They are all animated 

and ſauct'fied by the ſame holy Spirit, and profeſs 

the ſame common faith in the Lord Jeſus. They 

are all the ſubjects of his redeeming love, the ob- 

jects of his providential protection, and bis media. 

tory care and affection. Nay he is not aſhamed to 

call them his brethren; Upon theſe accounts, we 
mould endcavour as far as in our power, to lou 
 *-them whom he loves, and join with them in all the 
ſolgghriities of religious worſhip. And, doubtlciMWw: 

this will be the temper and behaviour of all w. 

have a genune affection to the bleſſed God, an fa. 

His Son, This will appear, if we conſider, That # 

„ natural relation ſtrengthens natural affection, 1 
does à ſpiritual relation ſtrengthen Chriſtian low 
Our fellow creatures may be confidered in a doubt 
relation, either as men, or as Chriſtians, and | 
there is a different kind of regard and affection du 
to them. We are commanded to love our neigh 
bour as ourſelves, that is, all men who partake 
the ſame common nature with ourſelves. But Þ 
ſides this, there is what is called in ſcripture, a br! 
therly love, and inculcated upon Chriſtians to 05 
another as ſuch. Chriſtian love, not only fſupp® 
eth natural affeQion as the foundation of it; buy 
l S uU 
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ſublimateth and refineth it to a higher degree of ex- 
cellency. The light of the goſpel, does not extin- 
tinguiſh the light of nature, but rather perfects it ; 
which leads me, 


Secondly, 'To obſerve, that this temper and beha- 
viour of Chriſtians to one another, is of ſuch infi- 
nite moment and importance, that it's repreſented 
rs inſeparably connected with love to God himſelf : 
Every one who belicveth, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
© is born of God, and every one that loveth him 
© that begat, loveth him alſo that is begotten of 


a- © him,” 1 John v. 1. And, doubtleſs it mult be fo, 
n-. for love to God and his children, is the ſame in re- 
ed ¶ ſpect both of the object and principle. It has been 
ec binted already, that the great reaſon why the ſaints 
zer i love one another is his image which each of them 
ob: bear; He that loves the Father for his own ſake 
lia cannot but love his Child for the ſame reaſon And 


as love to God and his children, is the ſame in re- 
wi \{pect of the object, viz. holineſs; and differ only 
ov in degrees, ſo it is one in reſpect of principle : Love 
to our brother is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, as 
well as love to God; hence he is ſtyled, a Spirit 
of love, 2 Tim. i. 7. and is given of God to all the 
ſaints as ſuch, as well as of power and a found 
mind. The fruits of the Spirit are mentioned in 
the « 1550p to the Galatians, Chap. v and fave is 


loviWlaced in the front of them all. Love to God and 
dub our Chriſtian brethren are not two diſtinct gracious 
xd principles but one. The fame bleſſed agent who 
n du diſpoſes good men to love their maker, diſpoſes 


them alſo to love and delight in one another. And 
herefore, an inſpired Apoſtle told his Thefſalonian 
onverts, 1 Theil. iv: 9. that he had no need to ex- 
hort them to love the brethren, if they had a ge- 
vine love to Cod himſelf. But as touching bro- 
nerly love, ye need. not that I write unto. you; 
or ye yourſelves are taught of God to love one a- 
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nother. Which text methinks, is enongh to make 
the ears of many profeſſors in this generation to tin- 
gle, and ſtrike their ſouls with terror, if they would 
allow themſelves to think. For it is too evident, 
that their uncharitable ſpeeches againſt, and behavi- 
our to thoſe who differ from them in ſome leſſer 
matters; and perhaps in nothing at all, but in name, 
betray their dreadful want of this divine teaching, 
To be taught of God, is' a phraſe of the ſame im- 
port, with that of being drawn by him, efficacioul- 
ly moved, and acted by his Spirit and grace No 
man, ſays our Saviour, can come to me except the 
© Father who ſent me draw him. It is written in 
© the prophets, And they ſhall be taught of God. 
© Every man therefore, that hath heard, and hath 
© learned of the Father cometh unto me.“ Hearing 
and learning of the Father, is explained by being 
drawn, or powerfully attracted by him. The mean- 
ing therefore of this expreſſion, you have been 
taught of God, is, Fopr hearts have been powerfully 


inchned, and drawn into the exerciſe of this love to 


one another. And this affectionate regard for all 
. who appear to be God's regenerate children, is given 
as the diſtinguiſhing evidence whether we be in a 
ſtate of ſpiritual life or death. We know (ſays the 
Apoſtle John) © that we have paſſed from death to 
life, becauſe we love the brethren : he that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death. Whoſoever hat- 
© eth his brother is a murderer : and ye know that 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 
1 John iii. 14, 15. Nay the ſame Apoſtle"tells us, 
1 John iv. 20. with the greateſt ſtrength of argument, 
that the love, we pretend to God, is not genuine 
and fincere, unleſs it be productive of love to all 
who bear his image. If a man ſay, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar : for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
5 love God whom he hath not ſeen ? Some, per- 
haps will ſay, though they do not love all * 
| "4 ; they 
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they have reaſon to think, are the children of God 
yet they do not hate them. To ſuch, I would ſay, 
deceive not yourſelves, for though it is certain in a 
ſtri& and proper ſenſe; there is a difference between 
not loving a man, and hating him. Yet it is equal- 
ly true that what is ſtyled hatred in ſome paſſages 
of holy write, is the want of fincere affection z and 
this ſeems plainly to be the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
in this text, and therefore loveth not his brother, 
explains what is meant by hating him. 


Thirdly, As no external acts of piety towards 
God, can be acceptable without love to him; ſo no 
external duties to our Chriſtian brethren are pleaſ- 
ing to him, unleſs they ſpring from a ſincere af- 
fection to them. It is this that gives them a divine 
tincture, and renders them genuine re'emblances, 
and imitations of the divine benignity and goodneſs; 
To forbear revenge without love, inſtead of being a 
Chriſtian -grace, it is only ſtupidity or cowardice z 


but-if it ſprings from this ſacred principle, it is true 


meekneſs and patience. To give alms without love, 
is but vain-glorious oſtentation, but when they are 
the effects of love, and a compaſſionate ſenſe of the 
neceſſities of our brethren ; then they are accepta= , 
ble to God through Chriſt. To do a good action, 
merely for the fake of a name, or ſelf- intereſt, is 
but an act of hateful policy, But to do it from 
that compaſſionate affection that conſiders our bro- 
ther's caſe as our own, and for God's fake, whoſe. 
image he bears; this is true Chriſtian juſtice, To 
join in the ſolemnities of religious worſhip with our 
fellow Chriſtians, without love to them, is a piece 
of vile hypocriſy, inſulting of God, and mocking - 
them, But when we do it in obedience to the di- 
vine command; and our fouls animated with love > 
to God, and to our fellow-worſhippers for his ſake; . 
this is true Chriſtian fellowſhip. _ Nay, ſo ones 
ſtreſs does God lay 4 it, that he refuſes our, 
0 1 
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acts of devotion towards him, if not accompanied 
with an unfeigned affection to our fellpow-Chriſtians, 
and will not admit of our offerings on his altar, till 
we are reconciled to our offended brother, Matth- 
v. 24, 25- 


Fourthly, Love to all the children of God, is men- 
tioned as the moſt eſſential and vital part of true 
religion. You may obſerve to this purpoſe, that the 
Apoſtle Paul ſpeaking of thoſe three comprebenſive 
races, of faith, hope, charity, or love, gives the 
preference to the laſt, * And now abideth faith, 
© Hope, love, theſe three, but the preateſt of theſe, 
js Tove,” 1 Cor. xiii. 13. Though charity or love - 
neceſſarily includes in it, love to our God and Sa- 
viour; yet that it includes in it alſo, love to all our 
+ Chriſtian brethren, is evident from that large and 
=excellent deſcription he gives of it, from the 4th to 
the 8th verſe. This unfeign2d and enlarged affec- 
tion to all, we have reaſon to believe, are the ge- 
nine diſciples of the bleſſcd Jeſus, is not only an 
eſſential part of true godlinefs, but there can be 
none without it. Though we ſhould be poſſeſſed 
of all ſpiritual gifts, and miraculous powers, as ap- 
pers from that awful paſſage, wherewith the Apo- 
le prefaces this deſcription of love, in the firſt three 
verſes of the chapter. And therefore we find in 
"ſcripture, that love to our Chriſtian brethren is re- 
"ſolved in to the ſpirit of holineſs, as its original! 
aufe: It is part of the work of the Holy Spirit in _ 
* renewed fouls. This I have ſuggeſted already, and > 
therefore ſhall only beg your attention to what the C 
Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks unto this purpoſe. * Seeing 
© you have purified your ſouls in obeyipg the truth 
„through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the 
.- * brethren; ſee that ye love one another with a pure 
|, -» © heart, fervently,” 1 Peter i. 22. And the end of 
© the command ment, we are told byanother inſpired 
writer, is love out of a pure heart, and of a good 
. © cou 
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© conſcience, and of faith unfeigned,”'r Tim. i. x. 
By the end of the commandment, he means, that 
the great ſcope and deſign both of the law and goſ- 
pel, is to advance and perfect our love to God and 
one another. And this love is ſaid to proceed from 
a pure heart, and faith unfeigned, both which are 
the immediate production of the Holy Spirit in the 
work of regeneration, and elſewhere true faith in the 
great Redeemer is thus deſcribed, viz. it works by 
love and purifieth the heart; it works out into that 
love which exerciſes itſelf towards our Chriſtian 
brethren as well as to our common Father God. 
And without love to them, we have neither love to 
him, nor faith in the Saviour: Hence when our 
Lord required the exerciſe of love, in order to the 
forgiving an offended brother; and the diſciples 
having put the queſtion, how often they ſhould for- 
give? and he replied unto, ſeventy times ſeven, the 
knowing the great need of faith in order to the ex- 
erciſe of ſuch love, ſaid, Lord increaſe our faith. 


Fifthly, The obligations the Lord Jeſus has laid 
us under to love him, oblige us alſo to love and 
maintain communion, with his ſincere followers; 
This motive he himſelf propoſes to us. A new 
* commandment I give unto you, that you love ỹe 
another; as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
© another,” John xiii. 34. And this ſame Apoſtle 
propoſes and enlarges upon the ſame argument; 
© Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe he 
© laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 
© down our lives for the brethren,” 1 Joþn iij.-46. 
We cannot indeed imitate the love of the bleſſed 
Redeemer in every inftance, as à rule of our love 
to our Chriſtian brethren : We cannot be ſub- 
ſtituted in one another's ſtead, as a propitiation for 
fin, as he was in ours. He fo loved us, we are told, 
* as to give himſelf for us, Gal. ii. 20. He is that 

good Shepherd, (as he ſtyles himfelf) who loved 
| I) 2 + | © his 
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© his ſheep ſo, as to give himſelf for them.” John x. 
15. He loved us fo, as to give himſelf, an offer- 
© ing and ſacrifice to God, in order to make an a- 
© tonement for our guilt,” Eph. v. 2. He fo loved 
us, as to waſh us from our fins in his own blood,” 
Rev. i. 5 It is impoſſible, I ſay, to love our Chriſ- 
tian brethren in this reſpect, as our compaſſionate 
Saviour did us; yet we ought to have ſuch a ſin- 
cere and, ardent affection for all who love him, fo 

as to lay down our life for them, if it can promote 
their preſent and endleſs happineſs: And much 
more ſhould we imitate him in theſe lefler inſtances 
of his love, he expreſt to his diſciples in the days of 
his fleſh Let us take a view of ſome of them, and 
endeavour through the aids of his grace to aſpire 
after the ſame divine temper, and imitate the ſame 
behaviour, to all who appear to be his ſincere fol- 

— lowers. His whole life indeed, was, one continued 
= =execrciſe of compaſſionate. love, both to the bodies 
aud ſouls of men; fo that it was moſt juſtly ſaid of 
him, that he went about doing good. But he ſhew- 
ec his love to his diſciples in his unwearied dili- 
gence and care; to inſtruct then: in the great myſ- 
teries of the kingdom of God. In his uss his 
-— inſtructions. to their low and weak capacities, and 
delivering divine truths as they were capable to bear 
them. He pitied them under their manifold infir- 
mities and miſtakes, and uſed the moſt gentle and 
tender methods to rectify their judgments. He vin- 
dicated their character when flandered and accuſed 
- falfly. He expreſt his love to them alſo, by his ſea- 
ſonable admonitions, and reproofs when faulty, by 
his tender ſympathy with them, when in afflictions 
aud troubles, aud miniſtering ſuitable confolations 
to them, under their deſponding fears. In his kind- 
ly approving and accepting all the inſtances of their 
gelity and duty. He condeſcended io the loweſt 

© offices of love, even of waſhing their feet; and gave 
merciful allowances for their lamented” failures, and 
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unvoluntary miſtakes. In iuch like inſtances ſhould 
we expreſs our affection to all his ſincere followers 
for his fake, and in obedience to his commands, and 
in imitation of his example. I necd ſcarce obſerve 
to any thinking perſon, that to withdraw ourſelves 
from, or exclude any from communion with us, in 
religious worſhip, or to refuſe to converſe freely and 
affectionately with them, who, according to the te- 
nor of the goſpel, we are obliged, in our deliberate 
judgment, to conſider as the children of God (with- 
out our authority for ſuch a behaviour be ſpecified 
by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt) is a temper and behaviour 
directly oppoſite to his, and to the whole genius of 
his holy religion, which breathes out a ſpirit ot love 
and peace, 


Sixthly, The commands of our God and Saviour 
oblige us to endeavour after an affectionate union 
and communion with all our fellow Chriſtians, or 
with ſuch whom we are obliged to think are the a- 
dopted and regenerated children of God, 

'That this temper and behaviour are inculcated 
upon Chriſtians to one another we might ſhow at 
large, both from the Old and New "Teſtament ; 
ſome of theſe commands we have inſtanced already, 
as in John xill. 34. The fame thing is implied in 
that charge our Lord gave his apoſtles, and with 
them, all who profeſs to be his followers, Have 
* peace one with another, Mark ix. 50. Let us 
follow after the things which make for peace, ſays 
the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, and things where- 
with one may edify another, Rom. xiv, g; How 
lid this Tame apoſtle charge and adjure the convert - 
d Philippians, by all that was dear and precious to 
hem, if they had any regard for the grace and moſt 
lorious privileges of the goſpel, to maintain Chriſ- 
an communion, or affectionate union among them- 
elves; © If there be therefore any conſolation in 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any communion 
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* or fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels of mer- 
* cy. Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, hav- 
© ing the ſame love, being of one accord. of one 
mind,“ Phil. ii. t, 2. Can any real Chriſtian hear 
fuck a warm and melting addreſs from the Spirit of 
Gods, to maintain love and communion with our 
brethren in Chriſt, and yet be unconcerned about it? 
nay, ready to break it with every one who does not 
ſtudy a compliance with their humour in all things; 
impoſſible: And therefore the 1 iaſinuates that 
they never experienced any conſolation in Chriſt nor 
any comfort of his love, nor communion with the 
Holy Spirit, and that they are deſtitute of bowels of 
mercy to their fellow Chriſtians, if they be not ſolli- 
citonfly careful to maintain communion with thema 
nay, he hints in the verſes following that ſuch are un- 
der the governing influence of pride and vain glory, 
Which are generally the guilty cauſe of the unwar- 
Tantable breach of Chriſtian communion, and. all 
who are animated by ſuch unhallowed tempers; 
however amiable their profeffions may appear in the 
fight of men, yet the ſcripture every where repre- 
ſents them as the objects of God's peculiar abhor- 
ence. Thoſe therefore who: refuſe to maintain 
communion. with their Chriſtian brethren, withoik 
being able to produce their warrants from ſcripture 
for ſo doing, are as guilty of tranſgreſſing the com- 
mands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the notorious 
drunkard, or profane ſwearer, and muſt be viewed 
in as vdious a light as thoſe flagitious finners, by all 
who have a juſt veneration for his authority, which 
is as much deſpiſed in the one caſe as the other, only 
it Extenuates the guilt in ſome that they do it 180 
rantly, as the apoſtle Paul, before his convertion, 
perſecuted Chriſt in his members. And as they are 
guilty of tranſgreſſing the laws of Chriſt, who break 
up Chriſtian communion with their brethren, with: 
Hut his authority for it, ſo they thereby declare by 
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they are deſtitute of the temper and character of his 
genuine diſciples, this 's evident from what is ſaid a- 
bovez to which give me leave to add, that he makes 
mutual love, to be the badge ofhisſincere followers, 
© By this, ſays he, ſhall all men know that ye are 
my diſciples, if ye have love one to another, John 
xiii. 35. intimating that all his true diſciples cannot 
but love one another, the law of the Spirit of life, 
 Þ which reigns within them, ſweetly conſtrains them 
i to t this holy difpoſition of foul to one ano- 
ther; he gives this as a rule to men alſo, by which 
they may be able to diſtinguiſh betweep the children 
Jof God, and hypocrites or impoſtors in religion. 
- W Now as there can be no Chriſtian fellowſhip or com- 
+ W mvaion without love, in the ſenſe of ſcripture, fo 
- Wl to break up communion with any, whom we are o- 
bliged to look upon as the diſciples of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, I mean without his authority, betrays the 
want of love both to him and them. To love or 
have a delightful complacency in any who, fall into 
ſuch ſins, for which;hetqrders us to bebave to them 
as heathens and publieans, would be our fin. The 
reproof God gave Jehoſhaphat king of Judah, by 
the prophet Jehu, would be too applicable to us in 
ſuch a caſe, Shouldſt thou love them that hate the 
Lord? A diviſive or factious ſpirit, without juſt. 
reaſon, is ſo oppoſite to the temper of real Chriſti» 
ang, that it is given as the mark of carnality, or of 
men under the power of unſauctified nature, 1 Cor. 
ig}. For are ye not carnal,” ſaid the apoſtle to 
thoſe of the church of Corinth, who had fallen into 
party names, not for the fake at religion, but to 
pleaſe themſelves) for whereas there is among you 
(envying, or zeal, and (trite, and diviſions: Are 
ye not carnal and walk as men?“ that is, unholy 
wen. And we are intreated by the Spirit of inſpi- 
ration, carefully to obſerve and mark ſuch who 
needleſly cauſe diviſions and raife ſtumbling blocks, 
Which diſturb that communien%and harmony which 
* ſhould 
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ſhould reign among the children ofthe God of peace 
and avoid them, as wewould do perſons infected with 
the peſtilence. What ſtrong andwining arguments did 
thĩisſame inſpiredwriter uſewithbelievers inthe church 
of Corinth, in order toenforce his exhortation to love 
and union among themſelves, and what God ſaid to 
them by him, he ſpeaks the fame things to us and 
all Chriſtians to the end of the world. The apoſtle 
having put them in mind of the grace of God to 
them, in calling them into the fellowſhip or com- 
munion of his Son, addreſſed them thus: Now I 
I befeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 

- © Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
©.that there be no diviſion among you; but that ye 
de perfectly joined together in the ſame mind and 
.in the fame judgment, 1 Cor. i. 10. 9. d. I adjure 

you in his name, and for his ſake, if you have any 
reverence for his authority, as a ſovereign, if you 
have any love and regard for him, as a Saviour, if 
you have any gratitude to God for his marvellous 
race, in calling you into the communion of his 
Son, maintain communion Among yourſelves, and 
guard againſt unneceflary diviſions, which are ſ- 
honourable to your God, your Saviour, to your 
Chriſtian profeſſion, and prejudicial to your own 

immortal fouls a") 
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Again, our own felicity is promoted by love and 
communion with our Chriſtian brethren; we can 
have no acceſs to God without it, nor communion 
with him. This is evident from the whole ftrain of 
holy write, apd particularly from a text quoted be- 
fore, When our Lord deſigning the inſtruction of 
Chriſtians, ſpeaks in the language of the Jews, under 
the Old "Teſtament diſpenſation ; © It thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, and there remembreſt thy brother 

© hath ought againſt thee ; leave thy gift before the 
„ © altar,” (do not preſume to offer it to God, for he 
will certainly rejcct iè with abhorrence, except thou 
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go) * and be reconciled firſt to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift,“ as if our Lord had ſaid, 
Unleſs you uſe all poſſible methods, in order that 
mutual love may be exerciſed between thy brother 
and thee, there can be no ſpiritual converſe between 
God and thee, all your duties will be like ſtrange 
fire upon his altav. Beſides, mutual love and com- 
munion among the children of God, are bleſſed 
means appointed by him, tor growing in a meetneſs 
fopgheaven; what the apoſtle ſpeaks of the mem- 
bers of the natural body, holds truę of the members 
of Chriſt's myſtical body, there is no one can ſay 
_ unto another; I have no need of thee ; there are 
none ſo great or knowing, but may receive advan- 
tage, one way or other, from the meaneſt of the 
ſincere toilowers of Chriſt, This ſome of the moſt 
eminent men, for piety and learning, have confeſt, 
they have experienced their faith and hope ſtrength- 
enced, their love to God and men quickened, their 
zeal for the intereſt of religion inflamed, rendered . 
more humble; meek, ſelf-denied, and heavenly- 
minded. And with this view, Chriſtian fellowſhip - 
is Harmly recommended to us by the Spirit of inſpi- 
ration; © Qintment and perfume rejoice the heart; 
© ſo. doth the ſweetneſs of a man's friend by hearty 


© counſel, Prov. xxvii. 9. Iron ſharpneth iron; ſo a 


man ſharpneth the countenance of his friend, ver. 
and 17. A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is 
can born for adverſity, Prov. xvii. 17. See alſo Eccl. 
non iv. from the 9. to the 13. verſe. Theſe texts plainly. 


n of MWintimate, the ſpiritual advantages that flow from 
| be- MChriftian communion. Should any reſtrain their 
n ofFImeaning to the. pleaſure and profit of ordinary 
nder Friendſhip in ſecular matters, ſtill it mutt be allowed 
g thy hat a holy and heavenly friendſhip among the ſaints 
others much more valuable, iweet, and advantageous, 


e theWhich is not excluded, if not chiefly intended, in 

or bee and other paſſages of holy write. According- 

thou we ind, both in ſcripture ha * 5 
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that in times of a general corruption of manners, 
the ſaints, taught as it were by a divine inſtinct, in 
order that they might not be infected, or carried 
down the ſtream, as well as a becoming deference 
to the commands of their God and Saviour, have 
always been zealous in maintaining a holy concord 
and communion among themſelves. 'Thus when the 
generality of the prieſts and people of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, had dreadfully corrupted their ways beforc 
God, we are told, Then they that feared the Lord 
i ſpake often one to another, (this temper and beha- 
viour was ſo pleaſing to God, that we are alſo told) he 
Chearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance 
© waswritten betorehim, for them that feared theLord 
and thought upon his name.“ Mal. iii. 16, and not- 
withſtanding the flames of perſecution raged ſo fu- 
riouſly againſt the primitive Chriſtians, the ſpirit of 
_. inſpiration gives this honourable teſtimony of them, 
That they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtle's doc- 
b rrine, and in communion (viz. with one another) 
©-and in breaking of bread, (or partaking of the 
Lord's ſupper) and in prayers. And they con- 
© tinued daily with one accord in the temple, and 
© breaking of bread, &c. Acts ii. 42, 46, 


> ., Le/bly, The regard we owe to the honour of God, 
 obliges us to maintain the communion ot ſaints. 
There can be none who believe his exiſtence, and that 
they entirely depend upon him for life, being and all 
things, but muſt acknowledge that they are under 
the moſt indiſpenſible obligations to promote his ho- 
nour and glory; and this is one way he eſteems if «,.. 
bimſelf more eminently. honoured, by his people 
joining with one heart in ſocial worſhip. For this 
real,” we are told, He loves the gates of Zion 

© more than all the dwellings of Jacob, Pſal. Ixxxvii. 

2: that is, he delights more in their public. commu- 
nien, than in all their private dwellings: Though 
every particular Chrfſtlan honours God, yet they Mice 
3 hs 1 "I glority W +; 
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glorify him, in a more peculiar manner, by mutual 
love, and public communion in his ordinances of 
worſhip. It is in reference to this, he beſtows fo 
many amiable and honourable ticles upon his church; 


ſuch as, His glory, Ifa. xlvi. 13. The houſe of his 


glory, chap. vi. 7. The beauty of his ornament, Ezek. 
vii. 20. His honour is ſaid to dwell there, (viz. a- 
mong his ſaints aſſembled to worſhip) or the taber- 
nacle of his glory, Pſal. xxvi. 8. Aud that he him- 
ſelf has choſen Zion, or his church, for his habitation 
his reſt, a place where he has deſired to dwell in, PL. 
CXXxXI1i. 13, 14. and what we tranſlate, I will prepare 
him a habitation,or tabernacle, the Greek interpreters 
(who often rather give the ſenſe than a literal tranſ- 
lation of the words) render it, I will glorify him, 
viz. by building a tabernacle, or houſe for public 
worſhip, Exod. xv. 2. And as God is more eminent - 
ly honoured by the communion of his ſaints, in the 


ſings are promiſed to them in this way. We have 
already obſerved, that he is repreſented to dwell in 
P his church, or among his ſaints in communion ;z to 
d which we may add theſe following promiſes, ſuch as, 
He will rejoice over them with joy, he will reft in 
his love, he will rejoice over them with ſinging, 


d, Zeph. iii. 17. The Spirit of inſpiration ſpeaks of theſe 
ts. WW bleffings, which God beſtows upon his people in 


hat communion, as if they were his moſt choice and pe- 
all W culiar mercies; The Lord who made heaven and 


der ¶ © earth bleſs thee out of Zion, Pſal. cxxxiv. 3. And 


ho- © agreeable to this it is promiſed, .* In, this moun- 
ems * rain, (that is his church,) will the Lordrof hoſts 
opie make 4 feaft of fat things, a feaſt of wines an the 
this Wl © lees; of fat things full of marrow,” &c. Ia. xxv. 6. 
Zion They ſhall bg abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs 
vu. © of thy houſe; and thou ſhalt, make them driok of 
amv" the wer of thy pleaſures,” Plal xxxvi. 8. That 
ough peace, divine ſatisfaction, joy and ſtrength good men 


the) feel communicated to themgRogs. God, in their pri- 8 1 
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ſolemnities of public worſhip, ſo many great bleſ- 
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(36; 
vate and ſecret devotions, are but like drops, but in 
public communion with his people, in his church, 
or ordinances of worſhip, theſe ſacred drops become 
rivers. It is there where he is ſaid, with great em- 

phaſis, to have commanded the bleſſing, even life 
for ever more, Pfal. cxxxiti. 3. Though theſe, with 
other fuch like precious promiſes that might Le men- 
tioned, ſeem to be made to the church under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation, yet I truſt there are 
few, who are acquainted with the ſacred oracles and 
- "the analogy of faith, who will make that an argu- 
ment to excuſe themſelves from that temper and be- 
haviour, included in Chriſtian fellowſhip or com- 
munion ; efpecially as we are aſſured, by the Spirit 
of inſpiration, e in the New Teſtament, that 
wha! over was written 2tforetime, was written for our ni 
edification and couitort, and no promiſe is of private Na 
interpretation; beſides, the moſt of theſe promiſes 
we have quoted from the pſalms and the prophets, Ich 
refer chiefly ro the days of the goſpel, and the mu- chi 
tual and happy communion of Chriſtians, in its ſa- Wvat 
© cred ordinances, which any intelligent reader may Witle 
ceeſily obſerve, upon taking a ſurvey of the diffe- bre 
Tent contexts, from which theſe promiſes are cited. Nor 
A I mall take leave to add, that the honour of God vit! 
is ſo much injured by the unneceſſary breach of fan- 
Chriſtian communion, he expreſſes his reſentment Nou 
againſt it by many awful threatnings. Thus, ſpeak- Win t. 
__ . the times under the goſpel, he ſays, And it Môtb 
. all be, that whoſo will not come up, of all the 
| families of the carth. unto Jeruſalem, to worſhip 
the king the Lord of hoſts, even upon them ſhall 
de no rain,” Zech. xiv. 17. that is, thoſe who re— 
. _ fuſe to affociate themſelves with his people in wor- 
» 1ſfiipjthall have no ſaving blefling from him. Be- 
_ tides many threatnings which we might inſtance, 
denounced by God for the ſame reaſon, I ſhall on- 
8 gat, in his conſtruction of things, to 
- + Mithdraw ourſelves rem communion with our 
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Chriſtian brethren in divine worſhip, even for fear 
of perſecution, is-a piece (to ſay no worſe) of apoſ- 
tacy from the Chriſtian faith. Let us conſider one 
© another, (ſays the apoſtle to the Heb. chap. x 24, 
25.) to provoke one another to love and to good 
works Not torlaking the aſſembling of ourtelves 


© together, as the manner of ſame is, but exhorting 


© one another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the 


* day approaching.“ The duties inculcated upon us 7 | 


in thele two verles, include all what Chriſtian com- 
munion imports, viz. a tender and affectionate care 
of, and watching over one another, obſerving the 
gifts, the graces, the temptations, and dangers of 
one another. And is the foundation of all thofe 
mutual duties, of warning, exhorting, and admo- 
niſhing one another; duties (as a pious commen= 
tator obſerves on this text) are, God knows, gene- 
rally loſt among us, and with them is the glory of 
the Chriſtian religion departed from us. And as 
this happy temper is the foundation of all thoſe pri- 
vate offices of love, ſo the want of it, as the Apo- 


y {Wile intimates, is often the-unhallowed cauſe of man 

- breaking communion with their Chriſtian brethren, 
J. Wor forſaking the aſſembling of themſelves together 
d Nvich them in public worſhip. Tho? a great many 


of fancy there is no evil in it, yet we may ſee how hei- 


nt Nous the guilt of ſuch is, in God's fight, intimated 


K- Win the tremenduous threatning annexcd to it, ia the 


it W6th, and 27th verſes following. 
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ip MW Before we proceed to the improvement of this 


all Niſcourſe, it may be neceſſary to ſet betorezyou, a 
re- Niew of their characters deſcribed in the word of 
or- Wood, whom we are obliged from a regard to divine 
Be- Wuthority. to break up Chriſtian communion with. 
or as on the one hand, the Lord Jeſus hasgwen us no 
uch diſcretionary power, to break up communion 
rich, ou brethren in him, at our IX arbitrary 
Die þ | : 
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out by our Lord, as perſons with whom his follow - 


ed, ſelf condemned. And if he ſhall neglect to hear 
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-j them, tell it to the church, viz. to the aſſembly of 


ok it, 1 Cor, v. 3, 4. and 2 Cor. ii. 6. And if at- 
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that is diſpleaſing to us, So on the other hand, he has 
ſet bounds to it, leſt any ſhould carry it too far, 
through caſineſs of temper, natural affection, or 
friendſhip. | 


V, Incorrigible or obſtinate ſinners, are marked 


ers, are to have no fellowſhip or communion ; as 
you may ſee, Matth. xviii. 15, 16, 17. In which 
verſes, our bleſſed Saviour plainly intimates, that 
we muſt uſe all poſſible methods to bring our of- 
fending brother to repentance, before we break up 
Chriſtian communion with him; neither is it for 
doubtful opinions, as it is evident, from the words 
our Lord uſcs in the original: But if thy brother 
fin or treſpaſs againſt thee, that is, when thou ſeeſt Y 
any one in danger of periſhing by his ſins againſt I $ 
thee, go (not only tell, as in the tranflation) but M** 
convince him: 80 the ſame verb is rendered in o- 
ther places of the New Teſtament, and is uſed to 
Ganity one perſon charging another with a crime, 
with ſuch indiſputable evidence, that the delinquent 
can neither refuſe nor palliate the offence : But in 
caſe he ſhall be ſtubbora, and neither acknowledge 
his fault, nor expreſs repentance for it, do not pre- 
ſently give him over; then take with thee one or 
two more, that by their concurring teſtimony to his 
guilt, he may be more eafily convinced, or render- 
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thoſe who have the government of the church, and 
are to provide for the order, peace, and diſcipline 


ter all, he remains obſtinate aad hardened, hold 
bim as a profane man, wholly unfit for the commu- 
nion of faints, as the heathens and publicans were 
among the Jews. The fame method is to he uſed, 
ending brother, before we break up 
munion with them, which is plain) 
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intimated, in that apoſtolic injunction. to reject a he- 
retic, after the firſt and ſecond admonition, Titus 
iii, 10 And the ſame Apoſtle mentions ſcveral jn- 
famous characters ; if a man who # pang, to be a 


Chriſtian, and is guilty of any of them, we muſt 
have no fellowſhip with him. If any man that is 
© called a brother, be a fornicator, or covetous, or 
© an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 
© extortioner, with ſuch an one, no not to cat, 
1 Cor. v. 11. We arc allo commanded to withdraw 
from every brother, who walks diſorderly, or not 
| according to the doctrines and laws of the goſpel. 
Wl Theſf. iii. 6. Slothful, indolent people, who are 
. © able to work, and will not, for their own ſupport 
und families, ſeem to be the diſorderly perſons chief- 
Zh intended in that text; as appears from the 7, 8, 
, 10, 11, verſes of the ſame chapter. And as we 
n ſuggeſted before, we muſt mark and avoid, or turn 
- ovay from, ſuch. who cauſe divifions and offences, 
o Jer ſcandals “. Men are the cauſes of theſe criminal 


E, 8 diſ- 


* Offences, a great many underſtand this word, offence, 
which we often meet with in the ſacred ſcripture, to ſigni ; 
ge ſomething that difplcaſes, or provokes to anger Becauſe 
'c- I ſuppoſe that the word is uſed in ordinary ſpeech among 
or Nos, to expreſs that idea: And the word ſcandal, which ap- 
Lis proaches nearer the ſound, as well as the meaning of t 
original, raiſes in their mind the idea of ſome foul or diſ- 
er- honourable action. In order to remove this miſtake, let it 
ear We obſerved, that an ancient and learned critic, ſuppoſed 
of chat the word ſcandalon, tranſlated into our language, of. 
ind lence, was the name of an inſtrument or trap, which pe- 
ple uſed for catching mice, wolves, foxes, ©c. And has. 
deen adopted into the ſacred ftyle, to lignify any thing, 
mat impedes men in their duties to God, and one another. 
Whatever may be in tkis ſuppoſition; we will not venture to 
lay; anly, it is certain, that the word is derived from-ano- 
ner, that ſignifies to halt; and the word itſelf is uſed to 
Iignify any ring that is in a man's way, a ſtone, a piece of 
vood, or ny ing againſt which he that, walks or runs 
wnbles of falls, or at leaft, hurts him, ſo that I ſtops his 
1 And the word in ſcripture, is uſed to 3 2uy* 
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diſorders, by theſe following means: Such as an 
undue uſe of their Chriſtian liberty, in things indif- 
ferent; or even in things lawful, to the prejudice of 
their weaker brethren. See how the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, reaſons againſt ſuch an uncharita- 
ble behaviour, through the whole of the xiv. Chap. 
of his epiſtle to the Romans, eſpecially ver. 10, 13, 
15. 19, 20, 21. And the viii. Chap of his firſt c- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, particularly, ver. 8, 9, 10, 
It, 12. Beſides this, men are guilty of cauſing di- 
vißons and offences among Chriſtians, by corrupt 
doctrine, by an irregular or bad example, breaking 
up Chriſtian communion with, or ſhutting out o- 
thers from communion with them, without any war- 
rant from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but only to grati- 
fy their own pride or revenge. By diſcouraging 
their fellow-Chriſtians, with a ſupercilious, proud, 
overbearing behaviour; by reproaches, unhallow - 
ed oppoſitions and diſſentions. And, in a word,. 
ſpiritual tyranny, which the Apoſtle ſtyles, domi- . 
neering or over-ruling God's heritage. 1 Peter v. 3. 
This is ſo contrary to the practice of the Son of God 

when he was on earth; fo contrary to the com- 
mands he laid upon his apoſtles and miniſters of his 
goſpel, to the end of time; ſo contrary to the rights 
of conſcience; and the liberties of human nature; 
And, in a word, ſo oppoſite to the whole genius 
and deſign of our holy religion; that we have no 
reaſon to wander, that we are commanded to mark 
ſach (I mean who are guilty of ſpiritual ene 
and have no communion with them. Theſe things ws 

which I have mentioned above, have been the un: 
happy cauſcs of diviſions and offences among Chri 
tian 


o 


1 _ that tends to obſtruct people in their Chriſtian courſe 
canſes them ſtand till, or turns them aſide from the paths oi 
religion, either in reſpect of temper or practice And there 
| ., fors agreeable tq its native meaning, our trabſlstors bas 
"+ Tendered it elſewhere, a ſtumbling block, and an occaual 
of falling, Rom. xi, 9, and xiv. 13. 


bt 
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tians, in the different periods of the Chriſtian church, 
this is ſo well known to all who are acquainted with 
the word of God and hiſtory, that I need not ſpend 
time to prove: However, men may extenuate their 
guilt to their conſciences, and make light of offend- 
ing their fellow-Chriſtians, or of throwing ſtum- 
bling-blocks in their way, from a pretence that they 
are poor, or weak, as to intellectual abilitics. Yet 
this will not excuſe them; for the Lord Jeſus who 
is to be our final Judge, pronounces heavy woes a- 
© Wl gainſt ſuch, who ſhall offend, or cauſe any of his 
little ones to {tumble “, Matt. xviii 6, 7. Nay, ſuch 
-  finners are particularly mentioned by him, and he 
"* Þ aſſures us, that they ſhall have their portion in un- 
i- MW quenchable fire, as well as thoſe who appear more 
enormous in the view of the world. * The Son. of 
„man ſhall ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall ga- 
ther out of his kingdom all things that offend, and 
them that do iniquity, And ſhall caſt them into 
a furnace of fire; there ſhall be wailing and gnaſh- 
- 5M ing of tecth,“ Matth. xiii. 41, 42 
od There are ſome indeed who take offence where 
IM" Mhere is none given, nor deſigned ; their peeviſh hu- 
his mour and perverſe obſtinacy, inclines them to take 
pt Wxceptions, and offence without any juſt foundation, 
are ad will not maintain Chriſtian communion with 
01" ny, but with ſuch who are of the like temper and 
omplexion of mind with themſelves : And though 
he moſt condeſcending methods be uſed to gain 
em, yet nothing will ſatisfy, unleſs we violate the 
ws of conſcience to pleaſe them: Such are doubt- 


F leſs 


* By little ones here, our Lord does rot mean ſuch who 
eſo in reſpec of age, or young ones. For ſuch as are un · 
pable of believing in him, and of being offended, or ſtum- 
ng in the ſenſe of the word. But ſmall and contemptible 
there de eyes of men, for the poverty of theit condition, and 
ban ness of their abilities, and little too in their on eyes 3; 

cal ciothed with the grace of humility. | 
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teſs among the number who cauſe diviſions and of- 
fences. 


We fhall now conclude this diſcourſe, with ſome 
practical improvement. 


From what has been ſaid, we may juſtly infer, 
That there is but little of the Spirit of Jeſus, and 
of his holy religion, breathes in many who have 
great pretenſions to it in this degenerate age. The 
temper and behaviour included in my text, and 
which we have been explaining, was not only re- 
commended by our divine Maſter in his holy exam- 
ple, but it is alſo made the diſtinguiſhing badge of i: 
all his genuine diſciples 3 and is mentioned in my | Y 
tent, as the only evidence of our being in a ſtate of 1: 
holinefs, and acceptance with God, through the a- I 2 
raning death of his Son. But it is ground of lamen- a] 
tation, that through the ignorance, follies, paſſions, ti 
and imperious pride of many, that God-like temper 01 
is turped out of the queſtion, and love to party- 
names, ſchemes, or principles, takes place in its ot 
ſtead. How honourable was that character, which 
the mutual love and communion of the primitive 
Chriſtians extorted from their heathen enemies: 
when they cried out with admiration, Behold how 
theſe Chriſtians love one another] But what a re- 
oach is it to many who bear that venerable name 
in this age, concerning whom it may be ſaid, Be- 
hold how they diſguſt, revile, and hate one another, 
and that for no rcaſon, but ſuch as their own igno- 
rant, wild, and irregular zeal, or ill nature ſuggeſt 
VB to them. Some of the ancients, tell us, that the 
| mutual love and communion of the primitive Chril- 
tdiläns were ſo amiably conſpicuous, that they not on- 
became a proverh among the heathen, but alſo 
=. were the happy means of bringing vaſt numbers of 
gy them over to the Chriſtian faith. And doubtleſs 
next to miracles, there can be nothing more engag- , 
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ing, or convincing to ſtrangers of ch: divine origi- 
nal of our holy religion, than to ſee the power and 
ſpirit of it expreſt in the lives of its profeſſors. On 
the other hand, when cvil ſurmiſes, mutual ſhyneſs, 
bitter animoſities and reſlections prevail among them, 
by theſe, infidels are confirmed in their infidelity, 
and the mouths of enemics opened to blaſpheme 


God and his goſpcl. 


By way of direction, give me leave to beg your 
attention, to the following particulars, 


Fin, Make the word of God your ſtudy, which 
is the only infallible rule of faith and manners, and 
which is to be the rule of our final judgment at the 
laſt day, John xii. 48. Theſe {ſacred records contain 
all things neceſſary, to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
all things neceſſary for the government of the Chriſ- 
tian church in general, as well as for the conduct 
af every particular perſon. In the holy fcriptures, 
the great head of the church, has recorded the terms 
of Chriſtian communion, and has not left it to us, 
to make, or unmake them at our pleaſure, And 
whatever name they bear, who dare break up com- 
munion with others, or ſhut others out of commu- 
nion with them but upon thelc terms, he has de- 
clared, they are at once guilty of invading the pro- 
vince of the Son of God, and of betraying them- 
ſelves to be animated by the very ſpirit of antichriſt. 
Their pretences to maintaia order, and averſion to 
certain party-naines, that ſome have aſſumed to 
themiclyes, or the world have impoſed upon chem, 
can never extenuate the guilt of ſuch, in the fight of 
God, nor men who allow theraſclves to think. 
Theſe pretences have been mad- in all ages for au- 
theorizing unſcripural excommunications, depofiti. 


ons, nay, of ſhedding deluges of innocent blood: 
The great queſtion with Chri cians, ſhould be in ſuck... 
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caſes, whether the breach of order complained 
of, be ſtamped with Chriſt's authority, or not; if 
it be, doubtleſs it is a ſufficient reaſon for break- 
ing up communion with all ſuch, viz. if they re- 
main hardened and obſtinate, after uſing the me- 
thods he himſelf directs us to in a text formerly 
cited. But if the order be merely human, eſpeci- 
ally if it appears to impede, inſtead of having a ten- 
dency to promote the great intereſts of religion, or 
incroach vpon the province of the great Redeemer, 
who only has a right to give laws ro the ſouls of 


men. Lo ſhut out any who appear to be good 


{ 
men, from communion with us, for the breach of | * 
ſuch order, is the very ſoul of popery, that enemy 

. 


to all religion, reaſon, and common ſenſe. And 


vet this is the way of many in this age who call 

themſelves proteſtants : Methinks ſuch have reaſon * 
to bluſh to aſſume to themſelves ſuch an honoura- I © 
ble name, or the more honourable name, I mean, 
Chriſtian, as their temper ſtands in a direct oppoſi- I * 
tion to both. As for party names, they are nothing I R. 
in the fight of God, neither ſhould they be in ours, © 1 
but only as thoſe who ſuſtain them, are for, or a- ©r 
gainſt truth and righteouſneſs: However, many with- I ſu 
out giving themſelves the trouble to examine mat- ter 
ters for a very name, break up communion with wit 
their Chriſtian brethren as if it were a duty of no ty a 
importance, though there is not one duty fo often, 
and ſo warmly inculcated upon us in holy write, and 
none more indiſpenſibly neceſſary, for the honour 
of God, our Saviour, and our own ſalvation : Or 
they ſeem to fancy that none are Chriſtians, but 
ſuch whoſe ſentiments in every thing tally with thei 
own. In oppoſition to this narrow and ſelfiſh prin 
*<iple, we are obliged to look upon them as Chriſti 


Chriſt, their Lord and ours, 1 Cor. i. 2. And wht 
ona! 


% 


— 


© I. 


one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of all. 
Eph. iv. 4, 5, 6. And though there may be ſome 
little difference in opinion concerning ſome of thefe, 
it immediately declares the want of a charitabie ſpi- 
rit, for men to null one another's Chriftianity. What 
peace, union, and love would be ſoon produced in 
the Chriſtian world ? if ſuch plain goſpel-rules as 
theſe were attended to with reverence, and careful- 
ly obſerved. I therefore the priſoner of the Lord, 
© beſcech you, that ye walk worthy in the vocation 
© wherewith ye are called. With all lowlineſs, and 
© meckneſs, with long-ſuſfering, forbearing one a- 
© nother in love. Endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3. 
Why doſt thou judge thy brother? or why doſt 
© thou ſet at nought thy brother? For we ſhall all 
© ſtand before the judgment-tcat of Chriſt. Let us 
© not therefore judge one another any more: but 
judge this rather, that no man put a ſtumbling- 
© block, or an occaſion to fall in his brother's way,” 
Rom. xiv. 10, 13. Let us follow after the things 
© which make for peace, and things wherewith one 
© may edify another, Rom xiv. 19. If theſe and 
ſuch-like divine precepts, I ſay, had been always at- 
tended to, by all who protelis themſelves Chriſtians, 
with that reverence and holy zcal that their authori- 
ty and importance require, how beautiful and glorious 
would the viſible church of Chriſt appear! Surely fair 
as the moon, clear as the fun, and terrible as an 
army with banners. None of thoſe fiery diſputes, 
nor angry quarrels, about things that have no ten- 
dency to edify, would ever have been heard in her, 
and have been the dreadful cauſes of tearing her in 
ſo many pieces, and of baniſhing love to God and 


{men out of the hearts of the greateſt part of pro- 


feſſors. 


Secondly, Be much in fervent prayer to God for 
bis holy Spirit, that you may have an experimental 
| know- 


% 
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knowledge of the transforming power and efficacy 
of our holy religion upon your own ſpirits. All 
real Chriftians have this in ſome meaſure ; hence 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, deſcribes the glo- 
rious effects the goſpel produced upon the convert- 
ed Romans, by the phraſe of their being caſt into 
the mould or form; of that doctrine delivered to 
them, as that rext ſhould be rendered, Rom. vi. 17. 
The goſpel of Chriſt when accompanied with the 
Holy Spirit, changes and faſhions the minds of 
men into the likeneſs of it, as the mould doth rhe 
metal that is caſt into it. And that happy change 
wrought upon the ſouls of finners, from ſin to grace 
in regeneration is expreſt, by the figure of God's 
writing his law upon their hearts, and putting it in 
their inward parts. And without this happy change, 
there can be no true Chriſtian communion 3 * nay, 
the want of it has been, and ſtill is the ordinary 
cauſe ot the external breach of it. "Thoſe who have 
leaſt regard for the commands of God, are always 
moſt zealous for the commandments of men, or hu- 
man inſtitutions. Hence there is nothing more evi- 
dent both from ſacred and protane hiftory, than chat 
where one has been caſt out of communion (exco- 
municated, depoſed, or call it what you will) for 
hereſy, or immoralities, ten thouſands have been, 
nay murdered for non-compliance with the com- 
mands of men, in oppoſition to the commands of 
God. And all this by profeſſed Chriſtians, though 
the world may know (by a rule that one gives who 
cannot err in judgment: © By their fruits ye ſhall 
*know them,) that they are ftrangers to what 
Chriſtianity means, which teaches and effectually ena- 
bles men who experience its transforming influence, 
to dwelt in love, and thereby dwell in the God ot 
love and mercy : 1 John jv. 16. It is owing to the 
ſame cauſe' (I mean the want of an experimental ac- 
quaintance with the power of religion on the ſoul) 
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ſo fickle and changeable in their love, and commu- 
munion with one another, They muſt be great 
ſtrangers. to the public, or live very retired, who 
have not had frequent opportunities to obſerve ma- 

ny expreſling the warmeſt affection for one another, 

and ſuch inſeparable companions, as if one foul on- 

ly had poſſeſſed them all, and the time they ſpent in 

the company of one another, they eſteemed the 
happieſt hours of their life; but all oa a ſudden, 

this uncommon affection and friendſhip ceaſed, and 

ended in ſhyneſs and eſtrangement, and the parties 

themſelves could not tell the reaſon of this wonder- 

ful change, if it be not perhaps ſuch as children 


: || would give, they happened to croſs one another's 
7 humour. | 


7 Thiraly, Guard againſt uncharitable thoughts and 
y I raſh cenſures of any whom you have reaſon to thiak 
ve are the children of God; as thefe are directly oppo- 
ys I ſite to that great law of love, fo they are often the 
u- | unhappy cauſes of the breach of communion among 
vi- Chriſtians. There are a great many who put the 
rat Ml worſt conſtruction upon the words and actions of 
o- their Chriſtian brethren, which may be indifferent 
for in themſelves, and innocently intended, merely be- 
en, ¶ cauſe they are not agreeable to their inclination and 
m- ¶ judgment, and if they differ from them in ſentiment, 
of Neven in reference to leſſer matters, and ſometimes in 
ugh nothing but words, with a kind of diabolical dex- 
who terity they dreſs them out in the molt ludicrous and 
hall Nodious names to the world, to excite the ſpite and 
chat rage of others againſt them. And this they treat 
enzFtheir brethren as the ancient heathen did the primi- 
ce, use Chriſtians, who cloathed them in the {ſkins of 
xd of vid beaſts, that other ſavage animals might devour 
o cheſthem with greater keeneis. Or if they hear a report 
0 the prejudice of a fellow Chriſtian, without wait- 
Ing for better information, or following our Lord's 
liceQtion, they preſently take offence, and ſpread + 
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the ſlander ; * Report, ſay they, and we will report 
©it,* Jer. xx. 10. It is well known this has been. and 
ſtill is, the temper and practice of many profeſſors, 
and in all this they fancy they are obeying the dic- 
tates of a laudable zeal. 'That it is zeal, we cannot 
refuſe, for the ſpirit of inſpiration ſtyles it ſo, but 
at the ſame time, he tells us it is deviliſh, James iii. 
I4, 15. But if ye have bitter envyings, in the original 
it is bitter zeal, But love, which is the foundation 
as well as the bond of all true Chriſtian communi- 
on, will diſpoſe us to believe and hope the beſt of 
our Chriſtian brethren, 1Cor. xiii. 5. It will not ſuffer 
us to give way to ſuſpicions and ſurmiſes, which can- 
not be ſupported by good evidence, nor admit pre- 
judices upon uncertain reports, without examining 
the truth of them before they make impreſſions, 
And in reſpect of thoſe who differ from us in leſſer 
circumſtances, it will teach us to hope that they are 
fincere in their ſearches to know the will of God as 
well as we, eſpecially if they be doubtful opinions, and 
therefore avoid cenſuring of them for differing from 
us, as we ſhould think it uncharitable raſhneſs in 
them to cenſure us for things we think are right, 
and that they have a right to judge for themſelves 
as well as we, and that we are not infallible more 
than they. -Such allowances as theſe for our fellow- 
Chriſtians will love ſuggeſt to us, if we be under its 
ſweet influences, and ſo treat one another with kind- 
nefs and forbearance. 


Fourthly, Guard againſt a moroſe aud unconver- 
ſible temper and behaviour, which is often the un- 


happy cauſe of the breach of Chriſtian communion. - 


We are commanded to give no offence to the Jews, 
nor to the Greeks, nor tothe church of God, 1 Cor, 
X. 32. and therefore all who have a zealous regard 
to the divine authority, will endeavour to direct 
their behaviour fo, as to ſupport and ſtrengthen the 


law of mutual love between them and their Chriſti- 
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an brethren z they will chearfully ſet themſelves 
to think upon the molt proper methods to maintain 
it, and as carefully avoid every thing that would have 
the leaſt tendency to break it. On the other hand, 
thoſe people who pretend to ſet a high value upon 
Chriſtian love and communion, contute their own 
pretenſions, if it appears that the prevalent turn of 
their temper is four, pettiſh, exceptious, ſupercili- 
ous and untractable. Such a temper, and behaviour 
to any, whether to Greek or Jew, is criminal, and 
a contradiction to the temper and behaviour of the 
meek and humble Jeſus, and to the whole ſtrain of 
his holy religion. And it is ſtill more odious, when 
religion is mace the pretence for it, as if that which 
was deſigned by heaven to refine mens minds and be- 
haviour, had a tendency to baniſh humanity and 
. manners out of the world. Surely ſuch per- 
ons do not conſider what ſtumbling-· blocks they lay 

before a profane world, nor the authority of God 
who enjoins them in ſcripture, to treat every man 
with diſcretion and civility, and to be kindly affect- 
ed to all, And this has been exemplified by ſaints 
of the greateſt name recorded in holy write, as we 
might inſtance in Abraham, the father of the taith- 
ful and friend of God, when treating with the ſons 
of Heth, and the apoſtle Paul, that great proficient 
in holineſs, when addreſſing himſelf to Felix, Feſ- 
tus, Agrippa. The commands of God, the exam- 
ple of thole and other holy men we might mention, 

hew that true religion, even in its higheſt pitch, is 
- very confiſtent with a free, ingenuous, and graceful 
\- KM dcportment to men, of whatever character or princi- 
ple, when providence caſts them in our way; nay it is 

a branch of religion itſelf, when we ſtudy ſuch a be- 
haviour in obedience to the authority of God and Sa- 
Mour who enjoins it. And as there can be no pre- 
tence from religion, for aſſuming a haughty and 
forbidding air to any man, much leſs to thoſe, whom 
we have reuſon to believe, are fellow-heirs with us 
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1 
of the fame kingdom, notwithſtanding ſome imper- 
feftions we may think attend them. We are com- 


manded to be kindly affectioned to them in brother- 


ly love *, Rom. xii. 10. And to have compaſſion 
upon them, to love'them as brethren, to be pitiful 
and courteous to them, 1 Pet. iii. 8. The temper and 
behaviour implyed in theſe and ſuch like commands, 
are quite the reverſe of ſuch, who practically ſay to 
any tellow Chriſtian, Stand you by, for J am holier 
than you (I mean, without authority from Chriſt for 
ſuch a peace of conduct). This temper and behavi- 
our, as I have hinted juſt now, has been often the 
unhappy mean of creating an unhallowed eſtrange- 
ment among Chriſtians from one another, and of 


frighining many, who have no experimental know- 


ledge of religion, at the very name. It is contrary 
to our nature to be treated with inſolence and rude- 
neſs, without reſentment, and it requires an uncom- 
mon meaſure of divine grace to bear it with patience 
and therefore it is no wonder, that 2 proud, ſaucy, 
overbearing behaviour, has often been the cauſe, and 
ſtill is, of breaking Chriſtian communion. Beſides 
"x | when 


lo the firſt yerſe referred to, the Apoſtle uſes two words 
to expreſs the ſtrength of that love, that Chriftians ought 
to have (and actually are poſſeſſed of, in proportion to the 
ſtrength and exerciſe of grace in the ſoul) to one another, 
The one tranflated, nd affeftioned, properly ſignifies 
parental affe&tion, or that kind of love which patenis have 
for their children; and therefore rendered ſometimes in the 
New Teſtament, natural alſection; and thoſe who are with 
out it, are ranked among the gremelt of finners, Rom. i. 31 
2 Tim. iii. 3. The other word the Apoſtle uſes, is brother! 
love 5 ot that kind of affection implanted in all genuin 
Chriſtians to one another, by regenerating grace. The 
two being joined together, certainly imply the higheſt de 
gree of affection, that one creature is capable of to anothe 
the meaning of it, I apprehend, is expreſt in plainer ter 


in that command formerly mentioned Love one anoth: 
with a pure heart fervently, 1 Pet. i. 22. And where luc 
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Jove reigps in the heart, a moroſe diſdainſul behaviour, wi 
ever be ſeen to any who appears to be a ſerious Chriſtian 


* ® 


-— F 


1 
when this appears to be the habitual turn of mipd of 
any, if it be not to ſome particular perſons, it gives 
too juſt reaſon to queſtion the truth and ſincerity of 


their religion, being a temper quite oppoſite to the 
ſpirit and laws of the goſpel. 


Laſtly, Endeavour to maintain abiding impreſſions 
upon your mind, of the importance of that temper 
and behaviour, included in Chriſtian fellowſhip or 
communion. You may obſerve in our text, as has 
been hinted before; it is mentioned as an evidence 
whether we be in a ſtate of holineſs or not, and of 
our intereſt in the merits of the propriatory death 
of the great Redecmer. If we walk in the light as 
Che is in the light, we have fellowſhip or communi- 
on one with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
© his Son, cleanſeth us from all fin, Ir is admitted by 
all denominations of Chriſtians, that without love to 
God, there can be no religion; an outward profeſ- 
hon without this, is that which conſtitutes hypocriſy, 
and the ſpirit of inſpiration aſſures us, if we be deſ- 
titute of love to our Chriſtian brethren, we are alſo 
deſtitute of love to God Nay, he intimates, that 
it is a thing impoſſible, for a man to love God, and 
not love his Chriſtian brother. If a man fay, I 
love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar, 
© For he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
f ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
ſeen?” 1 John iv. 20 It is mentioned as the diſ- 
tinguiſhing evidence, whether we be in a ſtate of 
ſpiritual life or death. * We know that we have 
"paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love the 
© brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death,“ i John ni. 14. And the Apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaks of it, as the only mark of a genuine faith in 
the Lord Jeſus, or real converſion to holineſs. and 
for which he thanked God, in behalf of the Chriſ. 
tlans at Colols. They loved all the ſaints, Col. i. 4. 
And one of the fruits of faith is love, as we are told 
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A * ſeripture, viz. to God and man, eſpecially all 
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vine, and polite ſcholar, the late Dr. Waris, anc 


If love be abſent, I am found © + 


Should 1 diſtribute all my ſtore 


The work of love can c'cr fulfil. 
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men. In a word, all miraculous gifts and e- 
other endowment are vain, or of no ſaving be- 
nefit to us, though we were poſſeſſed of them, with- 
out love to the children of God, as well as to him- 
ſelf; as the Apoſtle ſhows at large, in the xiii. chap, 
of his firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians : The ſenſe © 
which, I ſhall give, as paraphraſed by that pious di- 


with which I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe. 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and Jews, 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe : 


Like tinkling brfs, an empty ſound. 


Mere I infpir'd to preach and tell 
All that is done in heavin and hell ; 
Or could my faith The world remove, 

| Still I am nothing without love. 


+» To feed the bowels of the poor; 
Or give my body to the flame, 
To gain a martyr's glorious name. 


If love to God, and love to men 
.,. Be abſent, all my hopes are vain : 
Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 


